East Lindsey District Council

Planning Department

Tedder Hall, 

Manby Park,

Louth

LN11 8UP

For the attention of: Michelle Walker 

13 September 2011
Dear Michelle,      

RE: 
Support for Gayton le Marsh Wind Farm 

Planning Application Number: N/063/01392/11
Site Address: Land South of Carlton Grange, Gayton le Marsh.

I am writing to express my support for the proposed wind farm at Gayton le Marsh which is currently the subject of a planning application. I consider the following observations should  to be taken into account when making a decision on the application.
               Climate Change
1. The use of fossil fuels is leading to irreversible climate change; the implementation of renewable energy technologies will reduce the use of fossil fuels and combat climate change.
2. There is a clear need to reduce the production of CO2  (a climate change gas) which is produced from burning coal, oil and gas for electricity production. Renewables reduce the production of CO2  produced from “traditional” electricity production 
3. The ‘true cost’ of finite power sources continue to soar and supplies are becoming depleted.
4. The UK has the greatest wind resource in Europe which offers huge potential to reduce our emissions and offer energy security.
5. We need to embrace far more renewable energy projects to reduce our dependence on environmentally damaging and unstable supplies of fossil fuels and costly nuclear technology.
6. Climate change will displace people in vulnerable climates and increase world poverty, renewable energy does not produce polluting climate change gasses. 

Renewable Energy 
7. National planning policy seeks to promote and encourage the development of renewable energy resources to increase security of UK energy supply, this must be embraced at the local level.
8. Wind farms are a proven technology to produce renewable energy, the Gayton le Marsh site is an excellent location for a wind farm.
9. The UK has a legally binding target to produce 15% of all our energy from renewables by 2020, this will only be achieved through the deployment of wind farms.
10. The electricity from Gayton le Marsh wind farm would be used locally making the area more sustainable.

11. The application is to use an underground cable for electricity connection and not use Pylons as suggested by objectors’. 
12. The application could produce over 48 million Kwh of electricity per year, enough to power over 9000 homes.
13. Wind turbines are now being built in the UK, renewables are a future growth industry for this country.

14. Off shore developments do not supply electricity to local distribution grids, the energy is connected into transmission systems and into the national grid. This application will provide local electricity to be used locally when connected at Louth, meeting the key aspect of the planning system, sustainability.

Planning Matters
15. Wind farms are not permanent, they are a reversible technology, as they are planned for a period of approximately 25 years, after which time they may be removed, or replaced if required.
16. The wind farm would suit the open character of the area, the outmarsh landscape type and classification has been considered acceptable on planning grounds at other locations.
17. The turbines are over half a mile from the nearest non involved houses.  
18. The site is not within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, a wind turbine has been passed by the council at Ulceby cross in the AONB itself.
19. The application is not in an Area of Great Landscape Value.
20. The development will not affect the setting of the AONB or AGLV as it is over 8km and 7km from the designations and would therefore appear as a “speck” in the distance from the Wolds, as shown in the visualisations.
21. The site is over 2km from the centre of local villages and in a remote location.
22. The nearest non involved houses are over 800m away which meet the Lincolnshire County Council policy and scrutiny report minimum distances on amenity of at least 700m.
23. There is no shadow flicker at surrounding properties as shadow flicker technology is to be fitted to turbines by planning condition.

24. The turbines will not glint as the paint to be used will be matt off white and non reflective and decided by the council.
25. The application will not set a precedent as all applications are considered on their own planning merit.

26. The applicant has reduced the height of the turbines to a max of 115m to be acceptable by NATs radars, NATS do not object.
27. The Gayton turbines could produce 3 times more electricity (up to 2.5MW each) than the Mablethorpe or Conisholme turbines(0.8MW each) therefore more renewable electricity from fewer turbines.
28. The site is between 0-5km from the coast, in one of only two wind speed locations identified as “viable” by Lincolnshire County Council (Land Use Consultants identified wind farm search areas in Lincolnshire (2007). 
29. The proposal is a sufficient distance on cumulative grounds from existing wind farms and meets Lincolnshire County Council policy and Scrutiny Report Guidelines of at least 4km.
30. The open nature of the site means that horses will not be “spooked” by turbines as they will see the turbines in advance, the developer has designed the site to national planning guidelines of at least 200m from turbines; there is no statutory distance of turbines from a bridleway to a turbine.
31. The turbines are noise compliant with ETSU, the criteria identified by the council in the scoping report.
32. The turbines are more than 2km from the nearest aviation facility which is compliant with Civil Aviation Policy CAP 428 safety distance for unlicensed aerodromes
33. The turbines are more than 2km from the nearest aviation facility wind turbulence is therefore not an issue and is compliant with Civil Aviation Policy CAP 764  (policy and guidelines on wind turbines)
34. The site is not within the Strubby safeguarding area identified in the local plan

35. To access the site, the local roads will be upgraded and resurfaced where appropriate during and after construction.
36. The developer will agree a transport management plan to avoid known busy times and “school runs” 

37. The developer will integrate the transport needs of the construction phase with other developments in the area via traffic management plan condition

38. The developer has used existing farm tracks and stone where appropriate, to reduce the use of offsite stone and reduce the development footprint.
Tourism
39. The Gayton le Marsh site is sufficient distance from all the major tourist areas in East Lindsey and therefore ensures any negative effects on tourism are avoided.
Ecology
40. The application will provide ecological habitat enhancement for many wildlife species; for example, bats and birds will benefit from the planting and improvement of hedgerows and grass margins near watercourses.
41. The site is located in an area of low ecological value (Parish Value)

42. The application will generate economic activity representing a £25m investment in East Lindsey at a time of uncertainty regarding economic recession which can only be a good thing for the locality and the wider economy. 
43. The operation of a wind farm on this site will provide much needed social investment into the local community through the agreed Community Fund worth over £1 million over the lifetime of the proposal.
I would like my views to be given sufficient weight by the Planning Officers when writing their report to the planning committee and that the members of the planning committee take sufficient account of my views when making, a decision on the application.

Yours faithfully

«Title» «First_Name» «Surname»
